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Kings County  

Association of Governments  

210 E. 7th Street, Suite 202  
Hanford, CA 93230  
Tel. (559) 852 -2654  
Fax (559) 852 -4433  
www.kingscog.org  

Member Agencies: Cities  of Avenal, Corcoran, Hanford and Lemoore, County of Kings  

Chair: Joe Neves  Vice -Chair : Patricia Matthews  
 

M I N U T E S 
 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 
The special meeting of the Kings County Association of Governments (KCAG) was called 
to order by Joe Neves, Chairperson, at 2:08 p.m., on April 29, 2026, in the Board 
Chambers, Administration Building, 1st Floor, 210 E. 7th Street, Hanford California and 
via Zoom. 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Nancy Howze, Patricia Matthews, Joe Neves, Doug 

Verboon 
 
CALTRANS REPRESENTATIVE: Jim Perrault 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Alvaro Preciado, Jeanette Zamora-Bragg 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Terri King, Joel Gandarilla, Jennifer Morales, Kayley 

Clay, Julio Gonzalez, Teresa Nickell 
 
KCAG COUNSEL PRESENT: Kris Pedersen 
 
VISITORS PRESENT: Cynthia Baruch, NAS Lemoore; Via Zoom: 

Rosalinda Alexander, Office of Assemblywoman A. 
M. Macedo, “Michael” 

 
A. Remote Participation Due to Emergency Circumstances 

 
None. 
 

B. Roll Call 
 
Joel Gandarilla conducted roll call.  A quorum was present. 
 

C. Unscheduled Appearances 
 
None. 
 

D. Minutes 
 
1. Minutes of March 25, 2026 
 

A motion was made and seconded (Verboon / Matthews) to approve the Minutes 
of the March 25, 2026, meeting as amended.  The motion carried by the following 
vote: 
 
Ayes: Howze, Matthews, Neves, Perrault, Verboon 
Absent: Preciado, Zamora-Bragg 
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2. Minutes of March 30, 2026 
 

A motion was made and seconded (Verboon / Matthews) to approve the Minutes 
of the March 30, 2026, meeting as amended.  The motion carried by the following 
vote: 
 
Ayes: Howze, Matthews, Neves, Perrault, Verboon 
Absent: Preciado, Zamora-Bragg 
 

II. KCAG TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE 

 
A. General Transportation Items 
 

1. FY 2026-27 Transportation Development Act Activities 
 
Teresa Nickell stated that KCAG has the responsibility to administer 
Transportation Development Act (TDA) funds available to Kings County, which are 
comprised of the Local Transportation Fund (LTF) and the State Transit Assistance 
(STA) funds.  KCAG monitors the LTF, determines the annual apportionments, 
notifies the claimants, approves the apportionments, and allocates the funds.  
KCAG has received claims and other required documentation from all member 
agencies.  Both the Kings County Area Public Transit Agency (KCAPTA) and the 
City of Corcoran held public hearings in February and March for unmet transit 
needs.  KCAPTA received 13 unmet transit requests and Corcoran received none.  
The Social Services Transportation Advisory Council (SSTAC) will hold a public 
meeting in May to review unmet transit needs testimony and finalize their 
recommended determination on unmet transit needs that are reasonable to meet 
in accordance with the TDA.  The local transportation estimate for FY 2026-27 is 
$6.4 million.  KCAG and most member agencies have compliant FY 2023-24 TDA 
audits, with the City of Avenal’s FY 2021-2024 TDA audit pending, and the City of 
Corcoran’s FY 2024-24 TDA Audits pending. 
 
Commissioner Matthews asked about the farebox return percentages paid by 
transit agencies.  The reply was that rural farebox return is 10% which differs from 
urban areas, and KCAG set the farebox requirement for KCAPTA at 15%.  There 
was further discussion regarding farebox amounts as it relates to population. 
 
Commissioner Neves opened the public hearing for the purpose of receiving 
testimony on unmet transit needs.  No comments were received and the public 
hearing will continue to be open until May 27, 2026. 
 
Commissioner Howze asked about the guidelines for submitting unmet transit 
needs.  The response was that they need to meet TDA criteria.  It was asked if a 
developer can ask for transit needs.  The response was that that is reviewed with 
the planning department during the project planning review stages.  The unmet 
transit needs generally apply to existing routes and compared to the adopted 
criteria threshold.  A summary of past examples was provided, that included NAS 
Lemoore, and Corcoran. 
 

2. FY 2026-27 Low Carbon Transit Operations Program Execution and Program 
Project List 
 
Teresa Nickell stated that the Low Carbon Transit Operations Program (LCTOP) 
is one of several programs that are part of the Transit, Affordable Housing, and 
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Sustainable Communities Program.  For FY 2025-26, there are two cycles of 
LCTOP funds, Cycle A allocation requests ending in April 2026 and Cycle B 
allocation requests ending in October 2026.  The Kings County Area Public Transit 
Agency’s (KCAPTA) FY 2025-26 LCTOP Cycle A apportionment is a total of 
$231,534.  KCAPTA proposes the purchase of one zero emission battery electric 
vehicle and to subsidize the KART monthly pass program.  The City of Corcoran’s 
FY 2025-26 LCTOP Cycle A apportionment is a total of $37,771.  Corcoran 
proposes to provide expanded transit service for special event days in Corcoran 
and to provide free fare days for community events.  In October 2026, KCAG Staff 
will present both the current LCTOP Cycle A projects and future LCTOP Cycle B 
projects for approval by the KCAG Transportation Policy Committee. 
 

3. FY 2026-2027 Overall Work Program and Budget 
 
Terri King reported that in February 2026, the Board approved that release of the 
draft FY 2026-27 Overall Work Program (OWP) and Budget for review and 
comment.  Comments were received from Caltrans and incorporated in the final 
document where appropriate, and the response to comments are shown in 
Appendix H.  Funding sources are from Federal Planning funds, Toll credits, SB 1 
Formula Grant funds, Local Transit Fund, Abandoned Vehicle Abatement funds, 
Regional Early Action Planning grant funds, and City and County general funds.  
The total cost for next year’s activities will be approximately $2,005,900 which 
includes salaries and benefits, services and supplies, and consulting services. 
 
A motion was made and seconded (Verboon / Matthews) to approve the final FY 
2026-27 Overall Work Program (OWP) and Budget with the adoption of Resolution 
No. 26-03.  The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Howze, Matthews, Neves, Perrault, Verboon 
Absent: Preciado, Zamora-Bragg 
 

4. FY 2025-2026 Overall Work Program Amendment No. 3 
 
Jennifer Morales said that Amendment No. 3 to the FY 2025-2026 Overall Work 
Program (OWP) is needed to make changes in allocations of Federal Planning 
funds to various work elements.  With Amendment No. 3 there will not be an 
increase or decrease in overall funds and there is no change in scope to any of the 
work elements.  A summary of the effected work elements was provided. 
 
A motion was made and seconded (Verboon / Matthews) to approve Amendment 
No. 3 to the FY 2025-2026 Overall Work Program with the adoption of Resolution 
No. 26-04.  The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Howze, Matthews, Neves, Perrault, Verboon 
Absent: Preciado, Zamora-Bragg 
 

B. Caltrans Report 
 
Jim Perrault said that Phil Vallego is the new Planning Division Deputy Director.  
Regarding project updates it was reported that the SR 198 and 9th Ave. interchange 
project is in the Electronic Project Programing Request (EPPR) phase, with 
construction anticipated in 2030; the Excelsior Expressway construction was awarded 
on March 26, 2026, with construction anticipated to start in September 2026; the 
Kettleman City roundabout project is anticipated to go into construction in Fall of 2026; 
the Dana Circle extension construction contract was awarded this month, with 
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construction anticipated to start in Fall of 2026.  There was some discussion regarding 
the timeline for the SR 198 and 9th Ave. interchange project. 
 
Commissioner Matthews inquired about a housing development on the South side of 
SR 198 in Lemoore and crossing from the south side to the north side via a pedestrian 
bridge at Vine Street.  The response was funding is the largest issue, but any project 
would need to be researched and warranted.  There was further discussion regarding 
possible options to meet the needs. 
 

C. Correspondence 
 
None. 
 

D. Staff Comments 
 
Kayley Clay provided an update regarding public outreach for the 2026 Regional 
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy, which included Earth Day in 
Hanford, Hanford Transit Center, the Corcoran Farmers’ Market, Avenal Old Timers 
Day, and the Lemoore Salsa Festival.  The outreach events have garnered over sixty 
responses. 
 
Terri King stated that next month’s agenda will include the continuation of the Unmet 
Transit Needs public hearing, Department of Finance 2026 population housing 
estimates, and the third quarter financial report.  The Valley Voice Trip to Washington, 
DC will be September 14-17, 2026 and Commissioners were encouraged to start 
making travel plans.  The Regional Policy Council Retreat is later this week in Merced 
and hotel reservations have been made and mailed to the attending Commissioners; 
the San Joaquin Regional Policy Council Executive Committee meeting is May 22, 
2026; and the CalCOG Board Meeting is May 5, 2026.  All Commissioners have been 
scheduled for interviews with Bob Murray and Associates regarding the Executive 
Director recruitment.  KCAG is seeking photos that represent Kings County cities for 
the recruitment brochure. 
 

E. Commissioner Comments 
 
Commissioner Howze stated that the Farmers’ Market will start the first week of May 
and continue until the last week of October.  Hanford will have a Fireworks show for 
this year’s 4th of July and noted that fines for illegal fireworks will be per firework. 
 
Commissioner Matthews said that Taco and Salsa Festival will take place downtown 
Lemoore, E Street, between Fox and Follet Streets. 
 

III. KCAG COMMISSION 

 

A. Roll Call 
 
Joel Gandarilla conducted roll call.  A quorum was present. 
 

B. General Commissioner Items 
 

1. Reaffirm all Actions Taken by the TPC on April 29, 2026 
 
A motion was made and seconded (Verboon / Matthews) to reaffirm all actions 
taken by the KCAG Transportation Policy Committee on April 29, 2026.  The 
motion carried by the following vote: 
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Ayes: Howze, Matthews, Neves, Verboon 
Absent: Preciado, Zamora-Bragg 
 

C. Adjourn to Closed Session (3:17 pm) 
 

1. Closed Session for the Discussion of the Following: 
 
a. Conference with Labor Negotiator(s): [Govt. Code Section 54957.6] 

KCAG Negotiator:  Terri King, Executive Director 
Unrepresented Employees and Management 

 

b. Conference with Legal Counsel: Potential Litigation 
(Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (d) 
of Government Code Section 54956.9).  Two potential claims. 

 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS 

 
A. Correspondence 

 
None. 
 

B. Staff Comments 
 
None. 
 

C. Commissioner Comments 
 
None. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT: Next meeting scheduled for May 27, 2026 

 
There being no further business before the Kings County Association of Governments 
Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
KINGS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
 
 
 
Terri King, Executive Director 


