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Kings County 
Association of Governments 

210 E. 7th Street, Suite 202 
Hanford, CA 93230 
Tel. (559) 852-2654 
Fax (559) 852-4433 
www.kingscog.org 

Member Agencies: Cities of Avenal, Corcoran, Hanford and Lemoore, County of Kings 

Chair: Joe Neves Vice-Chair: Patricia Matthews 
 

M I N U T E S 
 

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
The regular meeting of the Kings County Association of Governments (KCAG) was called 
to order by Joe Neves, Chairperson, at 3:10 p.m., on January 28, 2026, in the Board of 
Supervisors Chambers, Administration Building, Kings County Government Center, 1400 
W. Lacey Blvd., Hanford, California and via Zoom. 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Nancy Howze, Patricia Matthews, Joe Neves, Alvaro 

Preciado, Robert Thayer 
 
CALTRANS REPRESENTATIVE: Shane Gunn 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Jeanette Zamora-Bragg 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Terri King, Joel Gandarilla, Jennifer Morales, Kayley 

Clay, Julio Gonzalez 
 
KCAG COUNSEL PRESENT: Kris Pedersen 
 
VISITORS PRESENT: Mark Kairis, Hanford City Councilmember; Via 

Zoom: Cynthia Baruch, NAS Lemoore 
 
A. Remote Participation Due to Emergency Circumstances 

 
None. 

 
B. Roll Call 

 
Joel Gandarilla conducted the roll call.  A quorum was present. 
 

C. Unscheduled Appearances 
 
None 
 

D. Minutes 
 
1. Minutes of December 10, 2025 
 

A motion was made and seconded (Matthews / Howze) to approve the Minutes of 
the December 10, 2025, meeting.  The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Gunn, Howze, Matthews, Neves, Preciado 
Absent: Zamora-Bragg 
Abstain: Verboon 
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II. KCAG TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE 
 
A. General Transportation Items 
 

1. Memorandum of Understanding between KCAG and Caltrans 
 
Terri King stated that the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between KCAG 
and Caltrans establishes both a process of intergovernmental cooperation and 
coordination and the review of transportation related projects.  Caltrans has 
prepared an updated MOU that specifies the mutual responsibilities of Caltrans 
and KCAG, as an MPO.  To meet the level of stewardship required of Caltrans and 
state MPO’s, this document has been updated with several new provisions that 
outline statutory planning responsibilities according to the most recent federal 
recommendations, including Increase Stewardship of Performance-Based 
Planning and Programming (PBPP), and Increase Federal Land Management 
Agency (FLMA) Coordination. 
 
A motion was made and seconded (Matthews / Howze) to approve the MOU 
between KCAG and Caltrans for the MPO transportation planning responsibilities 
and authorize the Chairman to sign the agreement, with the adoption of Resolution 
No. 26-01.  The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Gunn, Howze, Matthews, Neves, Preciado, Verboon 
Absent: Zamora-Bragg 
 

B. Caltrans Report 
 
Shane Gunn reported that the SR 198 and 9th Avenue interchange project is in the 
environmental phase; the Reef City CAPM project on SR 41 from County line to I-5 
separation is anticipated for completion in April 2026; the CAPM project on SR 41, 
from Nevada Avenue to SR 198 is reaching completion; the temporary roundabouts at 
Bush Street permit issuance is anticipated for January 2026; the SR 41 Excelsior 
Expressway project is currently in advertisement, with construction anticipated to start 
in mid-summer 2026; the Kettleman City roundabout project is anticipated to go into 
construction in Fall of 2026, with minimal impact to traffic; the Dana Circle extension 
project is anticipated to start in March 2026; the Kettleman City pedestrian 
overcrossing project construction is anticipated to start in 2027, with full closures on 
SR 41; and the Avenal-Cutoff Road safety project to install flashers on SR 269 and 
Avenal Cutoff in advancing. 
 
Commissioner Preciado expressed appreciation for Caltrans’ assistance.  There has 
also been support from the CHP and elected officials with efforts to receive funding for 
a project to improve the safety at this location. 
 
Commissioner Neves thanked Caltrans for energizing the lights at SR 41 and Kansas 
Avenue and the flashing beacon at Laural Avenue and SR 41. 
 

C. Correspondence 
 
None. 
 

D. Staff Comments 
 
None. 
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E. Commissioner Comments 
 
None. 
 

III. KCAG COMMISSION 
 

A. Roll Call 
 
Joel Gandarilla conducted the roll call.  A quorum was present. 
 

B. General Commissioner Items 
 

1. Reaffirm all Actions Taken by the TPC on January 28, 2026 
 
A motion was made and seconded (Matthews / Howze) to reaffirm all actions taken 
by the KCAG Transportation Policy Committee on January 28, 2026.  The motion 
carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Howze, Matthews, Neves, Preciado, Verboon 
Absent: Zamora-Bragg 
 

2. KCAG Executive Director Recruitment Services 
 
Kris Pedersen reported that under the direction of the Board, an ad-hoc committee 
was established to develop a Request for Proposals (RFP) for consulting services 
for recruitment of the KCAG Executive Director.  Three proposals were received 
and reviewed.  The ad-hoc committee recommended the Bob Murray & Associates 
firm’s proposal for its understanding of the proposal.  The Board briefly discussed 
past experiences with previous recruitments.  Current KCAG Executive Director 
will consult on writing a new job description for this role, as she is the most familiar 
with its duties. 
 
A motion was made and seconded (Matthews / Howze) to select Bob Murray & 
Associates for the KCAG Executive Director recruitment services.  The motion 
carried by the following vote: 
 
Ayes: Howze, Matthews, Neves, Preciado, Verboon 
Absent: Zamora-Bragg 
 

IV. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
A. Correspondence 

 
None. 
 

B. Staff Comments 
 
Terri King stated that next month’s agenda will include Social Services Transportation 
Advisory Council (SSTAC) membership; Draft FY 2026-27 Overall Work Program 
(OWP); FY 2026-27 Transportation Development Act estimates; Second Quarter 
Financial Report; and the Sacramento Valley Voice Trip.  The KCAG office move to 
Hanford Transit Center is completed.  There is a CalCOG meeting on Friday at 3:00 
p.m.; the 2026 CalCOG Regional Leadership Forum will be held on March 9-10, 2026, 
in Long Beach and Commissioners Matthews and Preciado, and KCAG Executive 
Director have been registered to attend.  The Long Beach Port tour will be held on 
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March 9, 2026, but requires RSVP.  The Valley Voice trip to Sacramento is March 4, 
2026 and hotel reservations are confirmed for three attendees.  The Kings County 
Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Service Authority’s (KCAVASA) vehicle registration 
fee collection sunsets in 2027 and requires renewal approval by July 2026. 
 

C. Commissioner Comments 
 
Commissioner Preciado expressed gratitude for the support of Congressmen Valadao 
for a new City water tank grant. 
 
Commissioner Matthews stated that the new Chipotle eatery has been energized by 
PG&E for the March opening; the Chamber of Commerce dinner is this Friday; and 
Flight Fest is March 20-22, 2026, in conjunction with the NAS Lemoore Air Show. 
 
Commissioner Howze stated that Hanford appointed Chris Tavares as the City 
Manager. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT: Next meeting scheduled for February 25, 2026 
 
There being no further business before the Kings County Association of Governments 
Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 3:59 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
KINGS COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
 
 
 
Terri King, Executive Director 


